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California School Dashboard
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The California School Dashboard 

(www.caschooldashboard.org) is a new 

website that gives communities across the 

state access to California’s groundbreaking 

new accountability and continuous 

improvement system.



California School Dashboard
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▶ The Dashboard replaces the old Academic 

Performance Index.

▶ The Dashboard provides parents, 

educators and the public a far more 

complete picture of what is going on in our 

schools.

▶ The easy-to-read reports on the 

Dashboard show school and district 

performance on multiple indicators. 



California School Dashboard
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With the Dashboard, California is shifting 

from “How did we do?” to “How do we get 

better?” 



Local Educational Agencies (LEAs)
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▶ School districts

▶ County Offices of Education (COE)

▶ Charter schools
▶ The accountability system has certain differences for 

charter schools

Note: Alternate indicators are in development for schools 
included in the Alternative Schools Accountability Model 
(ASAM)



The California Way
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The Dashboard is a critical component of the major 

shifts taking place in California’s K-12 system, 

including:

➢Upgrading academic standards

➢Providing students with groundbreaking online 

assessments in math, English and this spring, in 

science

➢Providing more resources to schools, especially to 

students with the greatest needs, while also giving 

local leaders more control over spending decisions

All of these changes are designed to better prepare 

our students to meet the challenges of college and 

careers.



Background
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Passed in 2013, the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) 

significantly changed how California:

▶ provides resources to public schools, and

▶ holds LEAs accountable for improving student 

performance.

From “sanction and punish” to continuous improvement by: 

Building on LEA 

strengths within 

priority areas

Developing

capacity of LEAs to 

address disparities 

in student groups

Supporting LEAs 

to identify and 

improve areas of 

low performance



Background
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▶ The State Board of Education (SBE) adopted a new 

accountability tool required by LCFF, called the 

evaluation rubrics, that includes a set of state and 

local measures.  

▶ The tool is the result of more than a year of 

stakeholder engagement and SBE actions.

▶ The Dashboard is how performance data from the 

evaluation rubrics are shown to LEAs and the public.  

▶ Stakeholders can use the Dashboard to see how 

LEAs and schools are meeting the needs of their 

students.



Key Advantages 
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More than a 

single number
Equity

Supports Local 

Decision-

Making

A quality 

education is 

defined by more

than a single test 

score

Increased focus 

on addressing 

disparities among 

student groups

More information 

to support the local 

strategic planning 

process



Key Features
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▶ Easy to use reports

▶ The reports show LEA or school performance on:

▶ 6 state performance indicators, and 

▶ 4 local indicators 

▶ 6 for county offices of education (COEs)

▶ LEA/school search: Users can view reports that 

present the performance data in different ways.  
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The top of every page of the Dashboard identifies the LEA or school 

and which report the user has selected, along with key demographic 

information.   

Dashboard: Demographic Info



Dashboard: State Performance Levels
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The Dashboard shows the performance levels using the 

color-coded images below. 



Blue Highest

Green

Yellow

Orange

Red Lowest

Dashboard: State Performance Levels
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The color and amount of fill (e.g., Green always has four segments 

filled, Red always has only one segment filled) are two ways of 

showing the performance level.  This ensures accessibility for all 

individuals and that the reports are useable when printed in black-and-

white or photocopied.



Dashboard: Navigating to Reports
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Users can choose from four different reports by selecting tabs 

underneath the demographic information included at the top of the web 

page.  Details about the reports are provided later in this presentation. 



Dashboard: Narrative Summary
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LEAs also have the option of adding additional information 

in a narrative box that will show up at the bottom of each 

report.  

This gives LEAs the opportunity to explain their local 

context or identify any circumstances that may have 

impacted their LEA during the year.  



Communicating the Dashboard
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Key Points
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More Than a Number

▶ One test taken on one particular day doesn’t provide a 
complete picture of all the ways schools are helping students 
succeed.

▶ Evaluating schools and districts on multiple measures of 
student success -- including test scores, high school 
graduation rates, college and career readiness indicators, 
English learner progress and suspension rates – gives a 
fuller picture.

▶ You can’t drive a car by only watching the speedometer. 
You must also keep your eye on the road, check the mirrors, 
monitor the gas tank and pay attention if the engine light 
comes on.

▶ In the same way, the Dashboard’s multiple indicators give a 
fuller picture of a school’s progress. 



Key Points
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Focus on Equity – Success for Every Student 

▶ Under the previous system, data about student group 
performance was limited to test scores only.

▶ The new system provides information on graduation 
rates, test scores, suspension data and English 
learner progress disaggregated by student group.

▶ Highlighting disparities among student groups will 
help parents, educators and community members 
pinpoint specific areas in need of targeted 
assistance. 

▶ The California School Dashboard will help ensure 
that schools keep their promise to the community to 
improve learning for all students.



Key Points
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Supporting Local Decision-Making

▶ Through the Dashboard, districts and schools have access 

to the information they need to make the best local 

decisions about the education of children.

▶ The Dashboard will help schools and districts align 

resources to student outcomes through Local Control and 

Accountability Plans.

▶ Schools that do not improve over time will be identified as 

eligible for assistance.

▶ Those that are excelling can assist others by sharing their 

methods and practices.



Key Points
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A First Step

▶ The California School Dashboard launching in 

March is intended as an early model (“beta”) of 

the accountability system that will be fully 

implemented after feedback and adjustments.

▶ Metrics will be added over time as data is 

collected.

▶ As with any practice year of a new system, there 

may be hiccups as unanticipated issues arise. 

▶ Feedback will lead to design changes or user-

interface changes.



Key Points
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Celebrating Successes, Focusing on Challenges

▶ By using the California School Dashboard to develop 

Local Control and Accountability Plans, schools and 

districts will be focusing on the alignment of resources 

to student groups that may need extra support.

▶ The goal of the state is to assist and support schools 

and districts so they can to address their challenges.

▶ Local challenges are best addressed at the local level, 

but and it will take time and understanding to build 

capacity to thrive.



Communications Resources
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Dashboard Communications Toolkit
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www.cde.ca.gov/dashboard



Dashboard Communications Toolkit
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Dashboard Communications Toolkit
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Next Steps
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Dashboard Timeline
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▶ The LEA private preview embargo lifted today.

▶ Districts and schools may share their Dashboard 

reports with stakeholders (governing boards, PTA, 

LCAP advisory groups).

▶ HOWEVER: The Dashboard is not available to the 

public; access is still limited to Dashboard 

Coordinators.

▶ The public launch will be in early March.

▶ More resources will be added the Communications 

Toolkit as they become available.



Closing
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Key Shifts
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More than a 

single number
Equity

Supports Local 

Decision-

Making

A quality 

education is 

defined by more

than a single test 

score

Increased focus 

on addressing 

disparities among 

student groups

More information 

to support the local 

strategic planning 

process
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Additional questions, comments, or feedback?

Please email lcff@cde.ca.gov

mailto:lcff@cde.ca.gov

